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‘Get ready for the 
Spring 2022 NECC Out- 
door Theater Produc- 


tion: 

Next up - a comedy! 
Prepare to laugh! 

Lighten Up is a seven 
vignette play written by 
NYC based comic Peter 
Zachari. 

The — production  in- 
troduces a handful of 
new NECC theater stu- 
dents and features NECC 
Alumnus and Profession- 
al actor, Michael Zuccola. 

70 minute running time 
with no intermission. 

Located by the B build- 
ing. Outdoor venue. 


Performance Dates: 


May 5. 4 p.m. *The 
President’s Performance* 

Come meet NECC 
President, Lane Glenn - 
Complimentary _ tickets 
for faculty and staff. 


May 6, 4 p.m. 

May 7, 2 p.m. 

May 8, 2 p.m. (A spe- 
cial Mother’s Day perfor- 
mance) 


To purchase tickets, 
visit: https://northern-es- 
sex-community-college. 
ticketleap.com/light- 
en-up/ 


Sonne 2022" Savolume 66. 


PACE awards 


Special guest alumni panel, from left, Genesis Garcia, Jennifer Lilja, Jonathan Agui- 
lar, Kiara Pichardo and Karina Calderon at the PACE awards ceremony on April 26 in 


Students honored 


Haverhill. 


By Jost RODRIGUEZ 


Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor . 


On Tuesday, April 26 PACE 
Program hosted their annu- 
al PACE Awards and Alumni 
Success Panel night. Special 
guests for the alumni panel 
were Jonathan Aguilar, Jen- 
nifer Lilja; Karina Calderon, 
Genesis Garcia and Kiara Pich- 
ardo. - 

The PACE program helps 
first generation students and 


also it helps students transfer — 


to a four year college. 

I interviewed award winner 
Kimberly Justo after the cer- 
emony. 

“T feel really proud about it. 
I think I kinda knew I was get- 


ting something out of it cause 1_ PACE award honoree Kimberly Justo with her certificate 
worked really hard to get it... 1 and her mother Kendy Bastardo at the awards ceremony. 


was really excited I felt like . 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 


Photo courtesy Faculty Adviser Mary Jo Shafer 


Continued on page 4 


Registration is now open 


for the summer and the 


fall. 


Graduation on May 14 at 
11 a.m. at the Haverhill 
campus 


Upcoming concerts in the 


‘| Music Department: . 


Thursday, April 28, 6 
p-m., Jazz/Rock Ensemble 
concert in the Technology 
Center Conference room, 
Haverhill campus. Free 
admission to all. 


Sunday, May 2, 2 p.m. 


Chorus Spring Concert: 
The NECC. Chorus is 
thrilled to return and will 


perform in the Technology 
Center conference room 
on the Haverhill campus. | 
Admission is $5. 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St.; Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St:main lobby 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333 
from any. campus phone on 

either campus. 


@n) observer.necc.mass.edu {Jj @neccobserver 
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Observer wins gold medal 


The NECC Observer was 
awarded a gold medal from the 
Columbia Scholastic Press As- 
sociation for work published 
during the 2020-2021 school 
years, . 
During this time the student 
newspaper did not have a print 
edition because of the pan- 
demic and stories were posted 
solely to the website: https:// 
observer.necc.mass.edu/ 

The judges wrote that the 
Observer should be proud of 
what the staff accomplished 
under such difficult circum- 
stances during the pandemic. 

The Observer was also 
awarded a gold medal for its 
work during the 2019-2020 
school year, when it was also 
all online. The newspaper had 
the additional distinction of 
All Columbia Honors for re- 
ceiving an exceptionally high 
judging score that year. 


The NECC Observer is a 
consistently award-winning 
student newspaper, but the 
award feels particularly im- 
pactful during the pandemic. 

Faculty adviser. Mary Jo 
Shafer says she is proud of all 
the students who contribut- 
ed to the Observer, especially 
former Editor-in-Chief Isae 
Grullon. Grullon is now pur- 
suing her bachelor’s degree at 
UMass Boston. 

Founded in 1925, the CSPA 
unites student editors and fac- 
ulty advisers working with 
them to produce student news- 
papers, magazines, yearbooks 
and online media. CSPA is 
owned by Columbia Universi- 
ty and operated as a program 
affiliated with its Graduate 
School of Journalism. 

The NECC Observer is an 
award-winning newspaper 
published by: NECC journal- 


NECC Observer 


The award-winning student sida 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Room C318, Spurk building, 
100 Elliot St. Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 978.556.3027 
Adviser 978.556.3027 


Advertising 978.556.3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, 
condense and refuse all submissions. 


Spring 2022 Observer Staff 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF AND ! 
SPORTS EDITOR : 
Opinion Epitor : 
News Epitor 
FEATURES EDITOR : 
A&E Epitor : 
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR : 
Wes Epitors : 


Jose Rodriguez 


Kim Zappala 

> Now Hiring 
Alex Mahoney 
Shaun Hood 
Now hiring 
Jose Rodriguez, 


: Shaun Hood, Alex Ma- 
: honey, Jose Rodriguez, 
> Kim Zappala 


FACULTY ADVISER : 


Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 
Issue Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 
#1 March 3 Feb. 24 
#2 April 7 March 31 
#3 April 28 April 21 


es 
We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 

We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 

or reject those we recieve. , 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 


ssociation, and the New England Press Association. 


‘ism students. 


The NECC Observer staff 
works to inform the college 
community, including — stu- 
dents, faculty, and staff. The 
Observer also serves as a pub- 
lic forum for the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses and ac- 
cepts letters and guest columns 
from the college community. ° 

The NECC Observer is 
funded by the college’s Ac- 
ademic Affairs division, and 
the newspaper staff receives 
its training in the college’s 
Journalism/Communication 
Program. Journalism/Commu- 
nications Program Coordinator 
Mary Jo Shafer, an adjunct in- 
structor, serves as faculty ad- 
viser to the newspaper. 
~ To learn moreabout NECC’s 
Journalism/Communications 
program visit the website or 
reach out to admissions@necc. 
mass.edu, 978 556-3700 


NECC Performing Arts Department Presents 


” 
* 2 


; op w uy Che . Concert 
Sunday, May 1%, 2022 ab 2:00nm 


For further information contact Prof, Bucchiere at abucchiere@necc,mass.edu 


Photo by Mary Jo Shafer 


Former Editor-in-Chief Isae Grullon of Lawrence and 
current Editor-in-Chief/Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez of 
Lawrence in the Observer newsroom in Room 318 Spurk 
on the Haverhill campus on April 20. Some of the multiple 
awards the Observer has won over the years are on the 
wall behind them. ° 
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Choral Director 
Prof, Alisa Bucchiere 


Admission: $5.00 
Northern Essex Community College 
The David Hartleb Technology Center. 


100 Elliott Street Haverhill, MA 01830 
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Would the real pedophiles please stand up? 


The irony of Republicans calling Democrats groomers and pro-pedophilia 


By Kim ZapPaLa 
Opinion Editor 


During the Supreme Court 
Justice confirmation hearing 
of Ketanji Brown Jackson, 
Sen. Josh Hawley accused 
Jackson of being soft on child 
pornography offenders. Court 
records show that Jackson did 
impose lighter sentences than 
federal guidelines suggested 
but also in line with sentences 
other judges have imposed for 
the same crime. 

Hawley’s insinuation ne- 
glects critical context, includ- 
ing the fact that the senator 
himself has voted to confirm at 
least three federal judges who 
also engaged in the same prac- 
tice, according to ABC News. 

Republicans like Georgia 
Congresswoman Marjorie 
Taylor Greene are loosely and 
repeatedly making | assertions 
that Democrats are pro-pedo- 
philia. Let’s look at some Re- 
publicans who have a shady 
past when it comes to being 
pro-pedophilia. 

Let’s start off with former 
President Donald J Trump. At 
a 1997 Miss Teen USA Pag- 
eant, Donald Trump reported- 
ly barged into the girls dress- 
ing room while girls as young 
as 15 were changing. Trump 
told the teens “Don’t worry 
Ladies, I’ve seen it all before,” 
according to CNN. 

Trump’s campaign denied 
the accusations, but CNN 
unearthed a 2005 Howard 
Stern interview where Trump 
bragged about walking into 
the backstage dressing rooms 
at the pageants, according to 
CNN 


During the 2018 U.S. Sen- ' 


ate race, Alabama Republican 
candidate Roy Moore was 
accused of preying on girls 
as young as 14. Six women 


.... 10 have a ‘serial molester’ and “Speaker of the House’ in the same sentence makes 
me sick.” 
- Federal Judge Dennis Durkin, quoted in The New York Times 


2 by, 


accused Moore of pursuing 
sexual relationships with him 
when they were teenagers as 
young as 14 when he was an 
assistant district attorney in 
his 30s, according to The New 
York Times. 

The newspaper reported 
that Moore’s habits of trying 
to pick up high school girls 
was so notorious that it got 
him banned from a local mall. 

Republican U.S. Rep. Jim 
Jordan of Ohio, who was ac- 
cused of covering up sexual 
misconduct while he was the 
wrestling coach at Ohio State 
University, according to CNN. 
Team Doctor Richard Strauss 
was accused of sexually abus- 
ing 177 male student athletes 
on the team. 

Numerous former wrestlers 
told reporters that Jordan was 


personally aware of the abuse 


that happened during the ear- 
ly 1990’s but chose to turn a 
blind eye, CNN said. One vic- 
tim has said that Jordan called 
him crying and begged to not 
let the story go public. Twen- 
ty-two coaches confirmed to 
an investigative team that they 
were aware of rumors/com- 
plaints about Strauss, dating 
back to the late 1970s. Strauss 
ended up committing suicide 
in 2005. Jordan denies any 
knowledge of the abuse, ac- 
cording to CNN. 

Former GOP staffer and 


Republican National Commit- 


tee aide, Ruben Verastigua, 
admitted to being part of a ring 
that traded child pornography 


that involved babies, accord- 
ing to Politico. He was sen- 
tenced to more than 12-and-a- 
half years in prison, according 
to Politico. 

Former Republican U.S.. 
Rep. Dennis Hastert, the lon- 
gest ever serving Republican 
Speaker of the House, plead- 
ed guilty of withdrawing 
$952,000 to use as hush mon- 
ey to hide the fact that he sex- 
ually abused teenage wrestlers 
that he coached from 1965 
until 1981, according to The 
New York Times. 

Republican Congressmen 
David Dreier, Porter Gross, 
John Doolittle, Thomas Ewing 
and former Republican House 
Majority Whip Tom Delay all 
wrote letters to the judge on 
Hastert’s case to “give him 
leniency where you can,” The 
New York Times. Hastert was 
sentenced to 15 months in 
prison and two years’ super- 
vised probation. Judge Durkin 
said, “that to have to use the 
words ‘serial molester’ and 
Speaker of the House’ in the 
same sentence makes me sick” 
according to The New York 
Times. 

Florida Republican Con- 
gressman Matt Gaetz is cur- 
rently the subject of a sex-traf- 
ficking investigation which 
is looking into whether Gae- 
tz had sex with an underage 
17-year-old girl and transport- 
ed her over state lines for the 
purposes of sexual activities, 
among other allegations, ac- 
cording The Washington Post. 


In 2017 Gaetz was the only 
member of Congress to vote 
against a law boosting the 
governments human traffick- 
ing investigating powers say- 
ing he was sent to congress to 
reduce the reach of govern- 
ment, according to The Wash- 
ington Post 

Tennessee Republican 
State Rep. David Byrd had 
been accused of sexual mis- 
conduct by three women who 
were underage at the time, 
according to The Washing- 
ton Post. Christi Rice alleged 
that Byrd abused her over the 
course of her sophomore year 
of high school while he was 
her basketball coach. 

Rice said that “he talked 
about it, he wanted to see me 
naked, he told me he spent 
more hours with me in a day 
that he did of his wife, that 
when he had sex with her he 
was thinking of me,” accord- 
ing to The Washington Post. 

Republican talking head 
Tucker Carlson defended War- 
ren Jess, the fundamentalist 
cult leader who is currently in 
prison for child rape. Carlson 
said that Jess was in’ prison 
for his “weird and unpopular 
beliefs,” like the forced mar- 
riage of underage girls. Jess 
was convicted on two counts 
of felony child sexual assault. 
Carlson said the conviction 
“was unjustified,” according 
to Buzzfeed. 

Former Republican Speak- 
er of the House in Puerto 
Rico, Edison Aldarondo was 


_ This paper is your voice, too! 
want to see what you have to say. 


_ observe 


Sede Sana 


You can reach us at: 
Re ieee sey das ee F 


5 25 5 


"07825553027 


r@necc.mass.edu — 


sentenced to 10 years in prison 
for raping his daughters when 
they were between the ages 
of 9 and 17, according to the 
Guardian. 

Former Republican Wa- 
terbury, Conn., Mayor Philip 
Giordano is serving a 37-year 
sentence in federal prison 
for sexually abusing 8- and 
10-year-old girls, according to 
the New Haven Register. 

Former Republican cam- 
paign consultant Tom Shortage 
was sentenced to three years’ 
probation for taking nude pho- 
tographs of a 15-year-old girl, 
according to The Guardian. 

Former Republican  leg- 
islator Peter Dibble pleaded 
no contest to having an inap- 
propriate relationship with a 
13-year-old girl, according to 
The New York Times. 

Former Republican U.S. 
Sen. Strom Thurman had sex 
with a 15-year-old which pro- 
duced a child, according to 
The New York Times. 

There are more than 300 
accusations or convictions that 
could still be written about. 

If conservatives are going to 
smear Democrats as “groom- 
er” and “pro-pedophilia” and 
pose as the nation’s protector 
of children, it’s certainly fair 
to bring up this history in re- 
tort. : 

. It is also entirely valid to 
note how weak the GOPs re- 
sponse has been to recent 
scandals in its own rank and 
file. 
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PACE awards continued from Page 1 


everything that I did was 
worth it:..” Justo said. 

I had a chance to interview 
Garcia “... | haven’t been back 
in campus since 2012 so its re- 
ally a nostalgic to kinda walk 
through the hallway like get 
to be back in the old stopping 
ground getting a lot of flash- 
back and old memories of just 
being in class I just saw pro- 
fessor Mary Jo, I remember 
having class with her and I saw 
Kristen and I remember going 


to her office planing out my se- 
mester with her ..”Garcia said. 

Award recipient Iseline Ro- 
driguez Mendoza said she had 
no idea that she won an award. 

“Tl actually came’ here late 
because I didn’t even know 
that they were an award go- 
ing on I missed the email... 
but Tony emailed hey where 
are: you but I show up ... they 
handle my award so I am real- 
ly happy they got it and I was 
able to come here and pick it 


up,” Mendoza said. 

The PACE award winners 
are: Citizenship Award: To- 
ni-Ann Pavao, Yamilex Rodri- 
guez, Darlyn Vaquez, Adelaida 
Vilorio and Isae Grullon. 

Learning Scholar Award: 
Rosa Arancena Polanco, Liset 
Gonzalez, Petagaye McLaugh- 
lin, Alina Concepcion, Jesus 
Guzman and Vyonna Mugo. 

Outstanding New Partic- 
ipant: Scott Bixby, Karen 
Stokes, Lisa Rivera and Skylar 


Fi facebook.com/neccobserver 


Underwood. 

Perseverance Award: Josh 
Fernandez, Maribel Sanchez, 
Marlin Polanco and Savy Yeth. 

Futuristic Award: Elian 
Gonzalez, Kimberly Jus- 
to, Jennifer Matias, Savanna 
Greene, Jennifer Keen and 
Jose Rodriguez. 

Most Inspirational Student 
Award: Maya Laliberte, Shau- 
na McCord, Iseline Rodri- 
guez-Mendoza, Safia Lough- 
lam and Raquel Quezada. 


Most Involved Participant: 
Juan Lozado. 

Academic Achievement 
Award: Maya Laliberte, Thel- 
ma Ortiz, Yomerly Rodriguez, 
Shauna McCord, Kanthi Patel 
and Ishmael Torres. 

Partnership in Equity 
Award: Gabe Garcia and Sha- 
ron McManus. 

Alumni Panelists: Jonathan 
Aguilar, Jennifer Lilja, Karina 
Calderon, Genesis Garcia and 
Kiara Pichardo. 


Students share advice on how to manage school/work balance 


By Kay. SLEPOY 
Correspondent 

According to the Amer- 
ican Uni- 
versity Professors, a recent 
study revealed that 43% of 
full-time undergraduate  stu- 
dents were also employed 
while enrolled in classes and 
81% of part-time undergrad- 
uate students were employed 


Association of 


while enrolled in classes. 
It is common for col- 
lege students to struggle 


when it comes to juggling 
time spent on assignments 
and their obligation to their 
jobs, according to AAUP. 

Local students talk’ about 
what works for them in 


terms of mastering that bal- 


ance and achieving  suc- 
cess in this predicament. 


College student Evan Hart- 
man, of Lynn. shares’ his ap- 
proach to making this dynam- 
ic work. “I have had to cut 
down on the days I work and 
have a flexible schedule. I do 
the work on my days off.” 

When asked if his 

pursuit of education was 
something that he shared with 
his employer, Hartman re- 
sponded “my employer does 
not know that I’m currently 
working on education. You 
only really want to let your em- 
ployer know if it benefits them. 
Because I’m studying some- 


thing different it would not 
benefit them and also signals 
that I’m planning on leaving. 
Every employer needs to think 
you are playing for their team.” 

Another local college stu- 
dent, Rachel Myers, of Low- 
ell, shares this sentiment. 

“T rely on my job for in- 
come, but for the most part I 
keep my educational goals 
private. I am not sure that my 
job would be accommodating 
if I needed time off to study. 
My job expects me to make 
work the number one priority.” 

Myers recommends _ stu- 
dents work jobs with flexi- 
ble schedules in order to ma- 
neuver both responsibilities. 


“It’s good to have a job that 
already has a flexible schedule 
and coworkers who are open to 
switching shifts if something 
comes up with school or you 
just need extra time to study. 
My advice to new students 
would be to make sure that 
their job isn’t too demanding.” 

Alexis Fields, a student 
from Springfield, shares 
how she copes with the 
stressors associated with 
an overloaded schedule. 


“I try to make time for my- 
self when I can. I write lists and 
make goals so I finish assign- 
ments on time. I also try to cre- 
ate a lighter schedule for my- 
self around finals if possible.” 


In a perfect world, . stu- 
dents would be able to partic- 
ipate in their education free 
from any other distraction or 
commitment, but the reali- 
ty is that most of us cannot. 

Life ‘has other de- 
mands that we must meet. 

Hartman shares that it can 
be difficult, but nevertheless 
he has advice for prospective 
college students who plan to 
work while they take courses: 

“I would say don’t take 


a whole pile of  cours- 
es in the _ beginning. 
“Ease into it. Education 


is a journey not a destina- 
tion. Do what works for you.” 


| College Navigators - HERE TO HELP! 


Julio Ortiz 


jortiz@nece.mass.edu 


Text: 978-355-7973 


rad 


Appointments available in : 


Noelia Figuereo 


NAVIGATE 


Se habla espafiol 


nfiguereo@neco.mass.edu 
Text: 878-420-4101 


e | i ee 
NAVIGATORS CAN HELP WITH: 
Connecting to student life 
Cetting around campus 
Questions about books 
Referrals to resources 


Getting started in any process 


ieee, | «? Wi dioxin ee a 
c-- 2 a’ « ‘ 


i “ad quests. Conta 


Accessing student portal 
Contacting a professor 
Creating a schedule 
Zoom/Blackboard basics 


Questions about college life 
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By AnyTzA DELGADO 
Correspondent 

It’s not over until the blue 
bird sings, but it looks like 
Elon.Musk is ready to give the 
app a new song. . 

Twitter’s board has accept- 
ed Elon Musk’s 44 billion dol- 
lar offer to buy the social me- 
dia giant. 

The purchase brings an end 
to negotiations and talks that 
started on April 4 when Musk 
announced he had become the. 
tech company’s biggest share- 
holder. 

Twitter’s board met on 
Monday ahead of the an- 
nouncement, to discuss 
Musk’s proposal after share- 


Students 


By Kayta SLEPoy 
Correspondent 

Across several mainstream 
media outlets it is reported 
that Elon Musk has purchased 
popular social media app, 
Twitter. Twitter is a social 
media platform designed in a 
way that allows users to post, 
like, and share short public 
messages called “Tweets”. 

As many are aware, Musk 
is currently the wealthiest man 
on the planet with an estimated 
net worth of 219 billion dollars. 

It can be anticipated that 


Musk, a __ self-proclaimed 
defender of free speech, 
will be making changes 


holders warmed to the idea of 
a takeover. 

Initially met with resistance 
from some of the company’s 
largest stakeholders, Reuters 
reported earlier that Musk 
swayed investors who previ- 
ously opposed the acquisition 
with his proposal on Monday. - 

Bret Taylor, Twitter’s Inde- 
pendent Board Chair, said in 


a statement on Monday, “The | 
Twitter Board conducted a. 


thoughtful and comprehensive 
process to assess Elon’s pro- 
posal with a deliberate focus 
on value, certainty, and financ- 
ing. The proposed transaction 
will deliver a substantial cash 
premium, and we believe it is 
the best path forward for Twit- 


react to potential changes to 


to Twitter’s user policies. 

Local students re- 
act to this development. 

A North Shore Commu- 
nity College student who 
wished to remain anonymous 
is welcoming the change. “I 
have always been a fan of 
Elon Musk. I don’t mean po- 
litically, but more what he’s 
done in technology. I think 
it will be interesting to see 
what he does with Twitter.” 

When asked about his 
opinion on the _ possibility 
of censorship policies being 
changed, the source replied 
“1’m not too worried about it, 
but I do hope some policies 


News 


£3 @neccobserver 


ter’s stockholders.” 

The New York Post report- 
ed that at $44 billion, Musk is 
paying more than 175 times as 
much for Twitter as Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos paid for the 
Washington Post in 2013. 

Musk who is the CEO of 
electric vehicle manufactur- 
er and clean energy company 
Tesla said he plans to make 
Twitter private and restore the 
platform’s adherence to free 
speech. 

In a statement posted to 
his Twitter account a few mo- 
ments after the acquisition 


‘Musk wrote “Free speech is 


the bedrock of a functioning 
democracy,-and Twitter is the 
digital town square where 


will remain in place if it’s a 
matter of safety of course. I 
don’t really use Twitter so it 
doesn’t personally affect me.” 

According to NPR, so- 
cial media experts worry that 
if Musk relaxes restrictions, 
Twitter will be vulnera- 
ble to those who post mis- 
information, harass others, 
and pose threats to public 
safety, according to NPR. . 

Elizabeth Callahan and 
Brandon McRae, both §stu- 


dents at Southern New 
Hampshire Universi- 
ty, share similar concerns. 


“I think censorship poli- 
cies that are put in place to 


Fj ftacebook.com/neccobserver 


Elon Musk captures the blue bird 


matters vital to the future of 
humanity are debated,”. 
However not everyone is 
thrilled about the SpaceX 
CEO acquiring Twitter. S 
ome are concerned that his 


purchase signals the presage 


of the end of the tech compa- 
ny’s attempts to police hate- 
speech, trolling and doxing 
that has long infested the ser- 
vice. 

“Elon Musk is the same man 
who came at Bernie Sanders 
by calling him old and saying 
he forgot Bernie was alive, be- 
cause Bernie was fighting for 
the rich to be taxed. We’re just 
going to get a bunch of elitists 
spewing their hateful rhetoric. 
I can already see Trump get- 


protec people from predatory 
articles containing misinfor- 
mation are important. Also, 
posts that are verbally abusive 
in nature should be censored 
as well. I hope that these pol- 
icies don’t change. If they do, 
I think many people will leave 
the platform,” said Callahan. 

McRae states “I’m all for 
freedom of speech and I think 
Musk is coming from a good 
place, but I also believe that if 
hate speech and other things 
like that are tolerated onTwitter 
then it will become a complete- 
ly different social media site.” 

When McRae is asked if 
hell continue to use Twitter 


ting his new handle ready,” 
said Shaiana Nunez 

Other users like Cesar Ba- 
tista say Musk’s purchase of 
the social media company 
won’t stop him from using 
the service. “I go on twitter 
for entertainment, anything 
else I tune out. So, whomever 
owns it, whether it’s public or 
private has no effect on me,” 
Batista said. 

Twitter the company that 
launched a million tweets in 
2006. with its singular blue 
bird logo now might have a 
new song to sing with Mr. 
Musk at the helm. What’s left 
to see is if users will want to 
keep on singing in 280 charac- 
ters or less. 


Twitter 


he responded “I don’t use it 
frequently as is, but I would 
probably not use Twitter if it 
became a place where express- 
ing bigotry was acceptable. 

When discussing topics 
such as freedom of speech, 
fake news, and keeping cit- 
izens safe in a time where 
technological advancements 
have made harassment more 
common, it is important to 
carefully consider how these 
issues arise and what their re- 
lationship to social media is. 

Controlling a universally 
used social media platform 
requires a strong sense of re- 
sponsibility to the public. 


ne 
> 
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NECC Observer Newsroom 


ImterestedyYr Comtact ustiiil 


Haverhill Carmpus: C-318 


observer@Mnece-_mass-edu 


Faculty Adviser: Mary jo Shafer. 


Get to know your schoo! better as you write and design GS issues per semester. 
Let your voice be heard as you become part of the free press. 
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Weighing the benefits of choosing a community college 


By Emity GRAVES 
Correspondent 
When choosing what col- 
lege to attend for the next 
4 years of life, it can be- 
quite a daunting _ task. 
It feels like you’re be- 
ing pulled in so many dif- 
ferent directions, with this 
college offering these ben- 
efits, or this college giving 
out those hefty scholarships. 
But when it comes down 
to the ultimate choice, what 
really matters to students? 
While going to university of- 
fers the “college experience,” 
many overlook the multi- 
ple benefits going to a com- 
munity college has to offer, 
especially in the long run. 
While community college 
mainly offers a 2-year degree 
program, the plethora of jobs 
one can still get without a 
bachelor’s degree is immense. 
These jobs- include re- 
search developers, be- 
coming a registered nurse, 
and becoming an_ editor. 
Most jobs even offer to 
pay for students to con- 
tinue their education! 
According to the North- 
ern Essex Community Col- 
lege website, the college of- 
fers 14 areas of study with 
over 60 associate degrees to 
choose from, ranging from 
marketing and business, art 


and design, or healthcare. 

These degrees cover a 
large area of work study and 
will provide students with 
a comforting level of secu- 
rity in finding future jobs. 

An additional benefit on 
opting to attend a commu- 
nity college is cost, which 
is one of the biggest factors 
students take into consider- 
ation when choosing a school. 

On the NECC website, 
there is a huge section all 
about cost, and how the col- 
lege will help students grad- 
uate at an affordable rate. At 
NECC, over 65% of students 


receive financial aid, and a ~ 


typical course costs right about 
$750, while similar cours- 
es at a 4-year university cost 
around the $1,000 marker, or 
more depending on the school. 

By choosing to attend a 
community college, students 
can save thousands of dol- 
lars on tuition, textbooks, 
and even laptops through 
the NECC laptop program. 

One of the more major 
things students look for when 
attending a college is the social 
aspect of the school, and what 
student life is like on campus. 

Students look for what 
kinds of activities the school 
holds, how engaging students 
are with one another, and what 
kinds of involvement students 


The El Hefni building on the Lawrence campus. 


are allowed to participate in. 

Despite being a community 
college, NECC has so many 
clubs, organizations, and re- 
sources that are continuously 
offered to incoming students. 


NECC . allows _ students 
the opportunity to become a 
member of the student gov- 
ernment association, use any 
library resources needed, 
and utilize the campus-wide 


Photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 


wellness and fitness center. 

The options are endless 
when it comes to becoming an 
involved member on campus! 


Why are less students going to college in 2022? 


By SierrA Goopwin 
Correspondent 
Less.and less students are at- 
tending college as the pandem- 
ic continues to show its effects 
on our country, and academic 
professionals are wondering 
what this is going to mean for 
the future of academia and 
the economy. NPR recently 
reported that over a million 
less students enrolled in an 
undergraduate program than 
before 2020 this year alone. 
This means that the en- 
rollment rate has fallen a 
total of 6.6% since the be- 
ginning of the pandemic. 
As a student of NECC, 
I would argue that these 
effects are very  visi- 
ble in daily campus life. 
The connection between 
peers, professors and cam- 
pus life has fallen drastical- 
ly since the beginning of the 
pandemic; and it is be- 
coming obvious that kids 


are beginning to suffer so- 
cially because of the ‘change 


of dynamic on~ campus. 
NPR also reported that 
community colleges were 


feeling the majority of the 


decline in enrollment, show- 
ing 13% enrollment drop 
since before covid-19. 

Many people ‘believe that 
part of the reasoning in the 
enrollment decline is be- 
cause of students who de- 
cided to take a gap year, and 
never persisted in enrolling 
into a program afterwards. 

As someone who was con- 
sidering a gap year while the 
effects of the pandemic con- 
tinued to negatively spread 
in the United States, I would 
argue that it was definitely 
easy to fall into this mindset. 

It is becoming more ‘and 
more popular amongst college 
aged students to obtain an as- 
sociates degree, or no degree at 


into the workforce because of 
the instant reward they might 
receive, such as a paycheck. 

As the price of tuition con- 
tinues to increase drastically 
amongst four year schools, 
I believe this trend will con- 
tinue to move upwards. 

There are many factors that 
could impact why less and less 
students are feeling the need 
to enroll in college after high- 
school, one of which could 
be their financial situations. 

Many Americans were af- 
fected negatively by the pan- 
demic, and ended up with ex- 
penses for medical purposes, 
as well as feeling the pres- 
sure of inflation as our econ- 
omy tries to plateau again. 

Over the past year, the 
average public college tui- 
tion has increased by 3.4%, 
with an average tuition of 
over 38 thousand dollars. 

Because of this, and the in- 


all, followed by going directly creasing employment pool, it 


can be assumed that college 
aged kids would rather get out 
and work rather than continuing 
their education beyond high- 
school and paying such prices. 

Doug Shapiro, from the 
National Student Clearing- 
house states that this may 
pose an issue for students 
in the long run, saying: 

“It’s very tempting for 
high school graduates, but 
the fear is that they are trad- 
ing a short-term gain for a 
long-term loss,” according to 
the same article from NPR. 
| He argues that it is going 
to be harder for college aged 
kids to get back into school 
after pushing it off for a cer- 
tain amount of years, and there 
is a strong possibility that 
they might never go back. 

So, what does a _ low- 
er presence of kids in col- 
lege mean for the state of 
our country in the long run? 

Well, less students graduat- 


ing with the necessary skills for 
the workplace means less com- 
petition for pay in a given job. 
Therefore, a decrease in more 
experienced workers means 
less high wage jobs, and in turn 
an increase of welfare costs. 


There are many ways 
students themselves can 
lower the cost of  tui- 
tion if they are proactive. 

Utilizing resources such 
as taking AP classes in high 
school, considering dual 


enrollment, starting at a 
community college, and try- 
ing to save money on supplies 
such as new textbooks may 
help, however the increase 
of tuition is in the hands of 
the universities themselves. 

Creating affordable and 
reasonably priced _ public 
education may be one of 
the most effective ways to 
see an increase in enroll- 
ment for college aged kids. 
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Rock artist Kelsy Karter 
performs at the Middle East 
in Cambridge 


By Suaun Hoop 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

On the night of Monday, 
April 25th, I finally got to see 
Kelsy Karter perform live here 
in Massachusetts! 

Kelsy Karter is a sing- 
er-songwriter, who released 
her debut album in October 
2020. The album, titled Miss- 
‘ing Person, features lots of 
modern rock melodies, in- 
cluding Karter’s hit track, “Li- 
quor Store on Mars.” Karter 
gained a lot of attention when 
she posted a photo of herself 
with a fake face tattoo of Har- 
ry Style’s face. Fans of both 
Karter and Styles believed that 
the tattoo was real at the time, 
and after some time, Karter 
revealed that the tattoo was 
fake and that it was a way to 
promote her single, “Harry,” 
which is a song about Harry 
Styles. That’s something that 
helped get Karter to where she 
is today. 

Throughout the past few 


weeks, Karter has been tour- 
ing the U.S. with King Mala 
and Animal Sun. The con- 
cert was at The Middle East 
in Cambridge. Unfortunate- 
ly, King Mala was unable to 
make it to the east coast for 
this particular show. Local 
band Condition Baker opened 
the show instead. 

Once Condition Baker fin- 
ished their set and got the 
crowd hyped up, Animal Sun 
took the stage and got every- 
one ready for the great Kelsy 
Karter. 

Per usual, it’s likely that 
Karter did not disappoint fans 
with her heavy rock songs, as 
well as covers from other art- 
ists like Billie Eilish’s song, 
“Happier than Ever.” While 
performing her song, “Catch 
me if you Can,” Karter quick- 
ly turned around with her 
back facing the audience, and 
jumped backwards for the au- 
dience to catch her and get her 
back onto the stage! 


At every show through- 
out the tour, Karter awards a 
framed pair of pink panties to 
whoever she feels deserves the 
“best dressed award!” 

This is a good way for 
Karter to encourage fans to be 
their true selves and show how 
much her music has meant to 
them by dressing in a way 
that’s very expressive. 

Karter closed the show by 
singing my favorite song of 
hers, “Liquor Store on Mars.” 

Check out my _inter- 
view with Kelsy Karter on 
Fandomize Media! 


QR code for Shaun’s interview 


with Kelsy Karter on 
fandomize.com. 


Photo Cour'tty of Shaun Hood 
Shaun with the lead singer of Animal Sun aie the opening performances. 


Photo Courtesy of Shaun Hood 
Shaun Hood with Kelsy Karter during meet & greet prior 


to the concert. 
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| Psychology and Philosophy Professor Elizabeth Casanave 


By Kasey GoRDON 
Correspondent 

“I’m driven to be constantly 
improving myself — growing 
into a better person, a more 
caring, contributing, produc- 
tive member of society.” says 
UMass Lowell’s Graduate 
Programs Advisor and psy- 
chology and philosophy pro- 
fessor here at NECC, Eliza- 
beth Casanave, who has long 
been fascinated with the mind 
and life’s large ideas. 

Casanave received her 
bachelor’s degree from Prin- 


cipia College in Elsa, Illinois 
and went on to accept her mas- 
ter’s degree, which combines 
the areas of psychology, phi- 
losophy and education, from 
UMass Boston. She is current- 
ly working on obtaining her 
Ph.D. at UMass Lowell. 

She says “I’m working on 
my Ph.D. and my research is 
focused on integrating diverse 
perspectives of self-knowl- 
edge into the higher ed. class- 
room to improve social and 
emotional well-being.” 

From -rural Arkadelphia, 


Arkansas, young and inquis- 
itive Casanave grew up with 
memorable childhood friends, 
a love for animals and many 
talents. She sang in the school 
choir, swam on the swim team 
for 18 years and was even edi- 
tor of her highschool newspa- 
per. 

She says “I had very sup- 


portive parents who always. 


encouraged me to learn, grow, 
do my best but they never 
made me feel pressured or 
anxious.” Now with a family 
of her own, she is most proud 


of raising her two boys. - 
Casanave enjoys the out- 
doors, anywhere from walking 
and gardening to swimming 
and hiking. She’s also fond 
of reading and her dog. She’s 
also passionate about learning 
and her teaching and strives 
to increase her patience both 
in and out of the classroom. 
She stands for civil rights and 
abhor’s narrow-mindedness, 
greed, arrogance, prejudice, 
violence, and discrimination. 
Casanave says “I think a lot 
about what gives life meaning, 


about reality versus percep- 
tion, about what it means to be 
a good person, about how best 
to support the people I love, 
and what it means to be a good 
friend. I think about how to 
improve my courses, help 
students social and emotion- 
al learning and critical think- 
ing skills, and support student 
success. I think about how we 
can make the world a. more 
equitable place, better protect 
the environment, and improve 
animal rights.” 


Psychology program coordinator shares her story 


Krista Titone is driven and passionate 


By Kasey GorDON 
Correspondent — 

Fearless Krista Titone grew 
up in the suburbs of Hamp- 
stead, N.H., an only child, 
raised by both her grandpar- 
ents and father. As a child she 
felt safe, supported and loved 
by her friends and neighbors. 
Titone says “I had the most 
amazing childhood and am 
so very very grateful to my 
grandparents for taking care 
of me and giving me the best 
life.” 

In her adolescence she at- 
tended an all girls Catholic 
school, Presentation of Mary 
Academy in Methuen, in a 
time where education was val- 
ued and she was expected to 
do well in her studies and nev- 
er give up. 

She then went on to receive 
her master’s in community and 
social psychology at UMass 
Lowell and her Ph. D in social 
psychology at Walden Univer- 
sity. Throughout her life Ti- 
tone has exhibited her athletic 
skills, playing soccer and Di+ 
vision III softball and basket- 
ball in college.. 

Titone says “I am grateful 
I was a child of the 1980’s 
and 1990’s. It is not quite the 
same anymore for kids and it’s 


..my love for teaching and my love for psychology are what motivates 
me in mhy teaching career. My passion drives me each adn every day. 
When my students are in the classroom and they are interested and 
engaged that keeps me motivated and loving what I do. 

- Psychology Program CoofMator Krista Titone 


disappointing. I am so glad I 
grew up without cell phones 
and computers. I don’t feel old 
at 37, but sometimes I feel it 
when I speak to my students 
and realize how dramatical- 
ly different their childhoods 
were.” 

In the philosophical .argu- 
ment of nature over nurture, 


Titone more frequently recog- 


nizes nurture. 

She says “I do not be- 
lieve I would be the person I 
am today if it wasn’t for the 
wonderful experiences and 
healthy environments I grew 
up in... learned tough love 


‘and it worked. It. pushed me 


to always be better and I am 
grateful.” 

On pursuing a degree in 
psychology, Titone says, “I 
am fascinated with human be- 
havior and always have been. 


I took my VERY first Intro- 
duction to Psychology course 
at Northern Essex one summer 
back in 2002! I instantly fell in 
love.” 

She says, “Honestly, as cli- 


che as it sounds, my love for 


teaching and my love for psy- 


chology are what motivates _ 


me in my teaching career. My 


passion drives me each and. 


every day. When my students 
are in the classroom and they 
are interested and engaged, 
that keeps me motivated and 
loving what I do.” 

Titone is zealous, analyti- 
cal and ambitious yet sensi- 
tive. Her wife, Cheryl, would 
describe her as driven, funny, 
intelligent, and optimistic. Her 
greatest achievement thus far 
is receiving her Ph. D by the 
age of 30 and as she grows 
she’d like to ameliorate her 


_level of patience, both in and 


out of the classroom. 

Titone’ 
non-fiction, running and sum- 
mer days by the pool. She also 
appreciates trying new, sour 
beers and loves road trips with 
her wife and two dogs. 

She says, “I am a crazy cat 
lady. My wife and I adopt se- 
nior and hospice cats so ani- 
mals are our passion and our 
love.” She also says, “We 
have rescued so many senior 
and hospice animals and giv- 
en them many extra months 
through our love and atten- 
tion.” 

She disfavors the. winter 
and fiction books, fruit and 
coffee, and especially detests 


-mornings. She says, “I hate 


getting up early. I’m much 
more of a night owl!” 
Her strengths include teach- 


enjoys . reading. 


ing, she exuberantly com- 
ments “I’d like to think! Ask 
my students!”, and working 
efficiently. Her weaknesses 
she says are “...cooking, do- 
ing anything crafty, I am not 
creative.” 

Titone’s biggest fear has 


_ always been losing her grand- 


mother. Since she was a young 
girl, she has deeply cherished 
their relationship. She says 
“She was my “mother”, my 
best friend, and my every- 
thing. I owe her everything 
and I made sure to tell her that 
before she passed. I know she 
is proud of me and I will al- 
ways be grateful for her. She 
loved me deeply and I loved 
her deeply and always will.” 

Passionately, she says “I 


am very much like my grand- 


mother and I want to be her 
living legacy. I want to con- 
tinue to be successful in my 
teaching career and in my 
separate real estate career. I 
want to make an impact on my 
students always and I want to 
inspire them to pursue their 
dreams in psychology. I want 
to continue to inspire my stu- 
dents to value education and 
not give up on their dreams. If 
I can make that happen, I’ve 
done my job.” 


Pa 
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Behind the scenes of the Observer 


Newspaper and websiter showcases the best of student work in journalism 


By Avery HocHHEISER ~ 
Correspondent 


At Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College, journalism stu- 
dents have the chance to have 
their class stories featured in 
Northern Essex Community 
College’s . own newspaper, 
The NECC Observer. 

About every two weeks, 
Journalism students are asked 
to write a story about some- 
thing happening at NECC. 

If they are lucky, talented, 
and write a newsworthy story, 


they have the chance to get a- 


feature. 

The Observer is advised by 
Mary Jo Shafer, as she is also 
the instructor of the Journal- 
ism course. As she said over 
email, The Observer ‘is a stu- 
dent-run paper. This means 
that the students are the ones 
putting in the work,deciding 
what gets published, and are 
even writing stories for their 
own’ sections. This is some- 
thing that makes The Observer 
such a special paper. 

When asked through email 
what her role at The Observ- 


er is as Faculty Adviser, Sha- 
fer told me she mainly just 
advisies, as it is a student run 
paper, but she does other jobs 
such as sending in stories to 
the editor-in-chief. 

However, being that she 
is the instructor, she plays a 
large role in selecting the sto- 
ries that are going to be pub- 
lished in The Observer. Her 
first step is reading through all 
of the stories that have been 
submitted to, her. She then 
decides whichstories she will 
share. with the student staff 
over at the Observer. “Ideal- 
ly these would be the stories 
that are stronger candidates -- 
well-written, newsworthy, ac- 
curate, with good quotes and 
sources. However, because 
there is a wide range of experi- 
ence with journalism students, 
sometimes I do share stories 
that need help or editing,” 
she said over email. She then 
sends the stories out to the dif- 
ferent editors, depending on 
what the editor is in charge of 
and what the story is about. ” 

‘After this, it is up to the 


staff who get to decide which 


stories make it in. 

However, things have 
changed since COVID hap- 
pened. Before, with only 12- 
24 pages in the paper, less stu- 
dents were getting published. 
There just wasn’t enough 
room. But now with The Ob- 
server having an online plat- 
form, more and more students 
are getting the opportunity 

Shafer said her biggest goal 
with The Observer is to be as- 
student centered as possible. 
For her, this means students 


would choose and post all sto- 


ries for the print edition. 

- Journalism student Cassidy 
Smith has become very fond 
of this program. 

As she said in an interview, 
“T have always loved journal- 


‘istic writing. Being able to 


have my work published in 
The Observer has really made 
me feel like a real journalist. 
Although I’m not sure if it’s 
what I want to be when I grow 
up, it does give me insight to 
what it is truly like. I think this 
is an amazing addition to the 
class.” 
Smith says this gives her 


the real life experience she 
loves to see in class. To her, 
this makes the journalism 
class one of the best ones to 
take. Writing her stories, she 
feels like it is more a job than 
an assignment. 

This year, the editor-inchief 
at The Observer is Jose Rodri- 
guez, who also happens to be 
the sports editor. _ 

This means that he goes to 
the sports games, home and 
on the road, writing what 
happens during the game as 
well as interyiewing the ath- 
letes and coaches pre and post 
game. 

He gets these stories into 


‘the paper by collecting the 


highlights of the games along 
with the quotes and putting 
them together into a story. 

After he triple checks ev- 
erything, the stories are ready 
to go. 

Rodriguez said in an email 
that he chooses the stories 
of journalism students, after 
being sent them, ‘by seeing if 
they are newsworthy and in- 
teresting. “We want stories 
that are worthy for NECC 


students like an event that is 
happening that could bring 
more audience to the event 
or even if it is something that 
happened in NECC recently 
that student didn’t make it and 
wanted to go.” 

There are fewer stories in 
the print version of the paper, 
the best ones make it, but there 
are also many spaces in the 
online version if not. 

So, if you are a journalism 
student writing newsworthy 
stories, you have the opportu- 
nity to get published. 

If you have any interest in 
joining The Observer team, 
email Shafer at 

mshafer@necc.mass.edu. 
“Tt really is a great hands-on 
experience for those interested 
in journalism and they will be 
able to get clips/be published 
and learn valuable skills such 
as InDesign software, ed- 
iting and website posting, 
she said in an email. 


Visit the Observer website 
at observer.necc.mass.edu. 


Liberal Arts: Writing 


A moment with Professsor | 
Michael Cross 


By ALEX MAHONEY 
Features Editor . i 

Michael Cross is an adjunct professor 
at Northern Essex Community College 
and has a passion for science. 

Cross has a PHD in organic chemistry 
from the University of Utah. 

He has been working here at Northern 
Essex Community College for 11 years 
“now. 

Cross is also very interested in foren- 
sic science specifically. 

He says, “I love all kinds of science 
_ (chemistry, physics, biology, etc.) and I 
especially love the application of science. 
So when Paul Cavan and I began discuss- 
ing the need for a forensic science course 
I was very excited to create and teach the 
course.” ¢ 

Cross teaches primarily online classes 
at NECC now. 

He says, “I taught full-time at NECC 
for 11 years. In 2020 I moved to Utah 
and now teach online as an adjunct in- 
structor.” 

When asked what the most difficult 
thing about online teaching was, he said, 
“It’s hard to keep the class engaged. With 


Associate in Arts 


face to face classes I can see when my 
students lose interest and we can switch 
up what we’re doing in class. But with 
online classes it’s much harder to gauge 
where students are at.” 

However, he does like the fact that on- 
line classes offer a wide range of different 
students who may not normally be able 
to attend in person classes. He also says 
that there could be certain disadvantages 
to students who take online classes. 

He says, “It is extremely easy to fall 
behind in ‘online classes. Without a 
professor there to remind you in person 
about upcoming assignments, it is easy to 
procrastinate and fall way behind.” 

Despite certain challenges, Cross is 
a very passionate professor who enjoys 
working at Northern Essex Community 
Colleges." : 

When asked what it was that he liked 
about NECC specifically, Cross said, “I 
really enjoy teaching such a wide variety 
of students. At a community college you 
get to work with students of all ages and 
from all walks of life. It’s great to have 
such a wide variety of life experiences in 
a classroom.” 


The Liberal Arts Option in Writing gives students a solid grounding 
in the craft of writing for various purposes and audiences. 


This option emphasizes developing individual style, and exploring the 
creative or vocational applications of writing. It prepares students for 
transfer to B.A. programs in English, Writing, and Communications, as well 
as other liberal arts majors; it may also prepare students for entry-level jobs 
requiring excellent writing skills. For more information, contact Program 
Coordinator: Dr. Patricia Portanova at pportanova@necc.mass.edu. 
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After Earth Day 


How to continue to care for the planet all year long 


By OLIvia HANSEN 
Correspondent 
Earth Day was celebrated 
by people all over the country 
on April 22. Some commemo- 
rated the holiday by attending 
Earth Day rallies, attending 
beach cleanups, or, of course, 
posting the collage of the most 
beautiful pictures of the Earth. 
While celebrating the earth 
is great, the attitude of 
saving the Earth must car- 
ry through the entire year. 
In other words, “Treat 
every day like Earth Day.” 
To keep the Earth look- 
ing just as beautiful as it does 
in the Instagram collages, 
everyone needs to become 
more conscious of how their 
actions impact the planet. 
A simple way to be- 
come more eco-conscious 
is to educate ourselves. 
This allows us to be- 
come more aware of the fra- 
gility of our environment 
and how important it will 
be to continue to protect it. 
There are many ways 
to get educated; one is 
to watch documentaries. 
This one can be a fun ac- 
tivity, and two, extreme- 
ly beneficial to our un- 
derstanding of the Earth. 
Cassidy Smith, a North- 
ern Essex Community Col- 
lege Early College student, 
shared that she became more 
aware of her recycling during 
Earth Day and hoped to con- 
tinue this throughout the year. 
She is also interested in start- 
ing to compost this year. Com- 
post not only reduces landfill 
space but also can provide soil 
for gardens rich in nutrients. 
Composting does not have 


to be complicated or even 
done by yourself. For example, 
Black Earth Compost is a com- 
pany near Smith that picks up 
compost ina bin, just likeatrash 
truck would do on trash day. 


This makes sav- 
ing the environment ac- 
cessible and convenient. 


Avery Hocheiser, a NECC 
Early College student, be- 
came vegan this year and 
was, especially — conscien- 
tious of how this impact- 
ed the Earth on Earth Day. 

Going vegan is an extreme 
change, and it is not realistic 
for many people; however, 
being conscious of our meat 
intake and attempting to cut 
it down when possible could 
greatly help the environment. 

A New York Times article 
titled “What if We All Ate a Bit 
Less Meat” by Jillian Mock 
shared that according to a 


‘study by the journal Scientific 


Reports, if everyone in Amer- 
ica reduced their consumption 
of meat by 25% and substi- 
tuted it with plant-based pro- 
teins, 82 million metric tons 
of greenhouse gases would be 
saved per year. This reduction 
is a little more than 1 percent. 

Just adding a meatless 
Monday into the weekly 
meal plan can help the envi- 
ronment and make you more 
aware of the impact of meat. 

As discussed above, there 
are also ‘many interesting doc- 
umentaries to watch about 
meat’s impact on the environ- 
ment that could help to increase 
an understanding of the topic. 


One simple thing that Gi- 


anna McKeown, an Early Col- 
lege student at NECC, does 
to help the environment is to 


bring reusable bags to the store. 

Sometimes it can be chal- 
lenging to remember to bring 
them with you, so leaving 
them in the trunk of your car 
will make “you more like- 
ly to use them in place of 
the single-use bags © they 
provide you at the store. 

McKeown also shared 


eatures 
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that she likes to carpool 
to limit her car usage. 

Even better than that, if 
something is within walking 
distance, she opts for that, al- 
lowing her to get some exercise 
andreduce her carbon footprint. 

Walking will become a great 
option, especially as the tem- 
peratures continue to change. 


hie paper is your v voice; too! 
We want to see ee you have to say. 


Photo ‘courtesy pexels-akil-mazumde 
Overall, the changes made 

in our lives can be as small 
as bringing bags to a grocery 
store to as large as going veg- 
an; both bring us one step clos- 
er to helping the environment. 
The most important thing is 
that our work doesn’t stop after 
April 22, and we continue to do 
our best to care for our home. 
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Guest comic strip: Color Or No Color 


I don't know 
about that, 
everyone says 
that they feel 
like something 
is missing. 


anything . 
for the city 


Editor’s Note: NECC stu- 
dent Yomerly Rodriguez, sub- 
mitted this comic strip to the 
~ Observer. 

In an email she writes: 

“The inspiration for my 
comic was that I felt that more 


This comic was created at www.MakeBeliefsComix.com. Go there and make one now! 


and more people nowadays 
have some sort of mental ill- 
ness that prevents them from 
living a happy life. So, once 
a person knows how to love 
themselves and teaches oth- 
ers how to do the same, the 


whole population can become 
a better place. That's why in 
the beginning, the town is 
black, white, and gray, and 
the ending is filled with col- 
or thanks to a girl that found 
color. This comic was an Art- 


sy Saturday prompt for Art 
Club. I am studying General 
Studies: Art & Design as a 
major. Iam from Lawrence, 
Massachusetts, and my family 
is from the Dominican Repub- 
lic. This is my first year here at 


NECC and I’m 17 years old.” 
The Observer welcomes sub- 
missions, both written and vi- 
sual. Feel free to get in touch 
with us at observer@necc. 
mass.edu. 
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Softball season forced to take a seat on the bench this spring 


By DanrEL HENRICK | 
Correspondent 


The 2022 Northern 
Essex Community College 
softball season will end be- 
fore it began this year. Due to 
a roster with a small number 
of players and injuries, field- 
ing a full team will be inef- 
faceable. 

“We had eight young wom- 
en very interested, but we 
really need about eleven or 
twelve to field a team,” Ath- 
letic Director Dan Blair said. 


The last time NECC was 
able to field a softball team 
that played a full season was 
in 2018. That team finished 
second place in their division. 
The 2020 softball season had 
several talented players and 
started with promise but was 
cut short two games into the 
season by the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 
Rookie head coach, Xavier 
Nunez was looking forward to 
the task of leading the softball 
season.” I wanted to begin 
building a culture in the soft- 


ball program,” said Nunez. 
“IT am disappointed about not 
playing but that makes me 
more excited about playing 
next year.” 

Nunez is an NECC alum- 
ni who played baseball for 
the Knights as a third base- 
man in 2016 and 2017. In two 
seasons he batted .383 in 46 
games. He currently is also a 
member of the NECC base- 
ball coaching staff under Jeff 
Mejia for the last two seasons. 

An inability to field.a team 
is an issue that is facing the 


rest of the conference teams 
as well. 

“We are in the Yankee 
small college conference for 
softball and of the six teams 
in the league only one was 
able to field a team,” Blair 
said. 

Although the softball pro- 
gram has battled a numbers 
problem for years there is still 
reason for optimism for 2023 
and beyond. 

Nunez’s knowledge from 
playing for and working un- 
der Mejia’s coaching staff 


will give him an insight into 
how to duplicate the success 
the baseball team has has had. 
“Tt’s my hope we can retain 
six or seven of the girls inter- 
ested and bring in another six 
or seven for the coming fall 
and really start building up the 
program. I would like to see 
the softball program succeed, 
we have the resources, we just 
need the players,” Blair said. 
Every other spring sport such 
as baseball, golf, track and 
field and esports will all still 
be participating this spring. 


Knights beat CCRI For the first time since 2018 | 


By JosE RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 


The NECC Knights defeat- | 


ed CCRI 10 to | in the first 
game of a three game set in 
Trinity Stadium in Haverhill, 
Mass. The Knights had Jagger 
lovinelli of Huntington Beach, 
Calif, on the mound. He 
pitched five full innings only 
giving up one run and striking 
out four CCRI batters. 

Tristan Ciampa.of Wilm- 
ington pitched three innings of 
work striking out five batters 


and Jack Swarbrick of Haver- . 


hill pitched one inning of work 
to finish off the game. 

Chris Bear of Boston went 3 
for 5 at the plate and knocked 
home three Knights run. 

“I was trying to put the 
ball in the ball and find some 
gaps,” Bear said. 

The only run for CCRI 


came into the fourth inning. 
The Knights had 10 runs 13 
hits and no error during the 
game while CCRI had | runs 
and 7 hits and committed 2 


errors during the game. The — 


Knights exploded 5 runs sixth 
inning. 

“Nothing really changed, 
we just worked. We hit some 
balls early in the game right at 
guys that’s a problem. It’s the 
first time we beat CCRI since 
they dropped down to division 
three it is a very good problem 
and they coached very well...” 
Coach Jeff Mejia said. 

According to neccknights. 
com this is the Knights first 
win since 2018. The Knights 
will travel to CCRI on Satur- 
day, April 23, for a double- 
header. 
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Photo by Editor -in-Chief/ Goorts Editor Jose Rodriguez 
NECC Knights and CCRI Knights showing sportsmanship after the game. - 
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- Knights sweep Quincy in three games 


By Jose RopRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 

The Knights defeated Quin- 
cy College 16 to 1 on Adams 
_~Field on the first game of a 
» three game set on Friday April 
15. The Knights scored five 
runs in the first two innings. 

Chris Bear of Boston 
and Jared: Coppola of Lynn 
both had a 3 RBI game. The 
Knights were up 5-1 heading 
into the top of the fifth inning 
as they immediately took off 
‘scoring one in the fifth, three 
in the sixth, including scoring 
-seven run in the seventh as it 
was enough as the Knights 
won by mercy rule. 

Jayden Volker of Coventry, 
R_I., was unstoppable, striking 
out 13 Quincy hitters in just 
six innings of work. 

Four different Knights hit- 
ters also had 2 RBI games. 

The Knights defeated Quin- 
cy college 8-0 in the first game 
of a doubleheader on Saturday 


’ By Jose RopRIGUEZ 
‘Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 
The Knights faced Eastern 
Connecticut JV in the first 
game of the doubleheader on 
April 18, at Mansfield Cen- 
ter, Conn. In the first game of 
the doubleheader the NECC 
Knights defeated Eastern Con- 
_ necticut JV 19 to 7 final in the 
sixth 6th inning in Mansfield 
Connecticut. 

The last time the Knights 
faced this same team the 
Knights won the doublehead- 
er during the home opener last 
month in March. 

The Knights arrived at 
the field around 3 p.m. The 
Knights’ batters went quickly 

in the batting cage and started 
doing their normal pregame 
routine before the game. 

Richard Matos de la Cruz 
of Boston went 3 for 4 with 
4 RBI. I asked him about the 
double that he hit if he was 
trying to hit it out. 

“Nah I was trying to stay in 
right field stay simple as much 
as possible,” he said. 

The Knights exploded with 
12 runs in the fourth inning 
and 16 hitters came into the 
plate. 

The Knights had 17 hits in 

_ the whole game. They also 


April 16 at Trinity Staduim. 
Todd Tringale struck out his 
career high 17 batters on the 
first game of the double head- 
er. Tringale struck out the side 
hree different times during the 
game -- in the first, in the third 
and in the fifth inning. 


“For the most part all ofmy | 


pitches were working foday, 
trusting my pitches, trusting 
every pitch to (be) executed,” 
Tringale said. 

After the game Tringale 
also mentioned to me that his 
career high was 13 before the 
game one contest. _ 

The Knights defeated Quin- 
cy College 10-0 in the second 
game of the double header 
and completed the three game 
sweep versus Quincy College. 

The Knights had on the 
mound Tristan Ciampa of 
Wilmington. He picked up the 
win as he struck out nine bat- 
ters in five innings of work. 


committed 3 errors during the 
game. Alex Sweeney of Ray- 
mond N.H. pitched 3 innings, 
allowed 5 hits, 4 runs, earned 
3 walks and 4 strikeouts as 
Sweeney was the winning 
pitcher. 

The Knights did not score 
in the second and in the sixth 
inning. Eastern Connecticut 
JV scored two in the first in- 
ning, one in the third inning 
and they also scored four runs 
in the fourth inning. 

Thomas Cattaneo of Guil- 
ford, Conn., pitched the final 
two innings of the game, just 
allowing three runs, no earned 
and he also struck out two bat- 
ters. Combined Sweeney and 
Cattaneo Knights struckout 
six batters. 

The Knights defeated this 
same team back in the home 
opener. 

I asked Coach Jeff Mejia if 
he believes Eastern Connecti- 
cut JV would change his game 
plan heading into the April 18 
contest “ They always do a 
mixed, it’s listed as a JV team, 
what they do is some of the 
guys that aren’t getting any 
varsity inning sometimes they 
let them come down they al- 
lowed by rule...” Mejia said, 

On game two of the double 
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Photo by Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 


Knights in action against Quincy 


Both teams did not scored in 
the first inning but the Knights 
scored four runs in the second 
and jumped into a 4-0 lead. 


The Knights scored 1 more out win of the season after the 
run in the third 2 more run in conclusion of Saturday, April 


the forth and 3 more in the six. 
This is the Knights nine shout- 


16 game. 


Knights sweep Eastern Connecticut JV 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 


NECC Knights warming up before the game versus Eastern Conneticut JV 


header the Knights defeated 
Eastern Connecticut JV 4 to 1 
in five innings. 

The Knights scored 2 in the 
second and 2 more in the third 
after trailing 1-0 heading into 
the second inning. 

Joseph Settle of Melbourne, 


Fla., went 1 for 2 and scored 
2 Knights run. Dallas Vaughan 
of Haverhill was on the mound 


for the Knights as he struck- 


out five in just three inning of 
work. 

I asked Mejia why the game 
ended in the fifth inning and 


not the seventh since the game 
wasn’t a knockout “they train- 
er had to leave they worried 
about getting the field rain and 
they got a couple of confer- 
ence game going up so they 
conceded a victory,” Mejia 
said. 
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Knights sweep the doubleheader 


By Jost RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 

In the second game of the 
doubleheader against Massa- 
soit Community College at 
Trinity Stadium in Haverhill, 
the Knights had Sweeny on 
the mound. The first pitch was 
at 2:43 p.m. The Knights won 
10-1 and extended their win- 
ning streak to 13 straight. 

It was Alex Sweeney of 


Raymond N.H, for the Knights — 


and for Massasoit t it was 
Jadon Ricci of South Easton. 

Sweeney immediately walk 
Max Kelly of East Bridgewa- 
ter to lead off the game. Matt 
Kelly of East Bridgewater hit a 
ground ball to Clay Campbell 
of Goffstown, N.H., a force 
out at second Campbell throw 
the ball away when he throw 
it to first which allowed the 
runner to go to second. Bryce 
Evans of Hull hit a single and 
Massasoit had runners in the 
corners with one man out. 

Ricci was batting when he 
struck out thanks to an ap- 
peal and the second base um- 
pire said that he went around. 
Frankie Manon of New Bed- 
ford was batting for Massasoit 
on a 0-2 count and the ball 
‘went to the dirt, a nice block 
by Berube, Evans advanced 
to second, Sweeney — struck 
out Manon for the final out as 
Sweeney was fired up heading 
to the dugout without allowing 
a run. 

In the bottom of the first 
Kameron Levesque of Hook- 
sett, N.H., was batting and 
he reached on an error by the 
third baseman Gary Abramson 
of Miami, Fla. 

The Knights were in a hit 


and run when Levesque was 


stealing second and Keyvy- 
in Rodriguez of Manchester 
N.H., hit an opposite field 
flyball to the left field on the 
foul line for the first out of 
the inning. White was at the 
plate when Levesque stoled 
second. Levesque ground out 
to the second baseman Kyle 
Cummings of South Eastern 
for the second out of the in- 
ning Levesque moved 90 feet 
to third and Jared Coppola of 
Lynn issue a four pitch walk. 
The Knights had runners in 
the corner for Richard Matos 
De La Cruz of Boston when 
he hit a2 RBI double to center 
field as the Knights were up 
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Knights looking for the sweep against Massasoit Community College. 


2-0. Campbell was at the plate 
when he walked. It broughtJo- 
seph Settle of Melbourne, Fla., 
a chance to do some damage. 
Both runners moved up after 
the pitcher throw a pass ball. 
Settle strikeout on a high pitch 
to end the first inning. The 
Knights had runners in second 
and third and couldn’t cash in 
more runs. 

The Knights were up 2-0 
heading to the top of the sec- 
ond inning. Nick Thibeault of 
Bridgewater was up for Mas- 
sasoit as he strike out look- 
ing for the first out of the in- 


_ ning. Cummings was batting 


for Massasoit when he hit 
a ground ball.to the pitcher. 
Sweeney throw it to first, for 
the second out of the inning. 
Abramson was battling pitch- 
es as he strike out on a curve 


ball as Sweeney strike out 2 of - 


the 3 batter to end the top of 
the second inning. 


In the bottom of the second. 


inning’ Berube reached first 
on an error on the shortstop. 
He throw i Matt Kelly cached 
and the ball drooped from his 
glove. 


Berube got picked off at. 


first for the first out ‘of the in- 
ning. Kyle Hsu of Brookline, 
N.H., ripped a single to right 
field. Levesque hit a line drive 
to the second baseman for the 
second: out of the inning as 
Hsu just got back to first to 
not be double up. The pitcher 
had a really close eye on Hsu 
as Kevin Rodriguez of Man- 


chester N.H. strikeout to end 
the inning. 

In the top of the third inning 
Nick Pedro of Attleboro was 
at the plate when he hit a dou- 
ble to left field Massasoit had 
runners in scoring position 
and nobody out. Ricci fly out 
to Settle almost collided with 


. Levesque in right center field. 


Settle throw the ball to third to 
complete the double play. Matt 
Kelly line drive to Levesque at 
right to.end the inning. 

In the bottom of the third 
inning Nicholas White. of 
Townsend fly out to the short- 
stop for the first out of the 
inning. Coppola was at the 
plate when he hit a triple to 
left field. Matos De la Cruz 
walked. The Knights was set 
up first and third with one out 
Campbell strike out and the 
catcher throw the ball to first 
to complete the out but the 
catcher throw the ball over the 
head of the first baseman that 
allowed Coppola to scored 
and Matos De la Cruz to third. 
Settle strikeout swinging to 
end the inning. 

In the top of the fourth in- 
ning Evans started to bat he 
ground ball to Coppola at third 
he misplayed throw it to first 
and it was not in time as the 
runner beat the throw. Ric- 
ci fly out to the first baseman 
Hsu in foul territory for the 
first out of the inning. Manon 
line out to the right field for 
the second out. Thibeault was 
batting when he hit a ground 


ball to the pitcher for the third 
out of the inning. 

In the bottom of the fourth 
inning Berube was at the plate 
to lead it off for the Knights. 
On a 3-2 count Berube ground 
out on a bounce to second. The 
second baseman Francisco 


‘Navarro of Chirique, Panama, 


run to get the ball he throw 
it to first and Berube beat the 
throw for a infield hit. Hsu hit 
a base hit to right field and 
the Knights had another op- 
portunity to do some damage 
in the fourth. First and third 
with nobody out when Chris 
Bear walked and the Knights 
had the bases loaded for Ro- 
driguez, Rodriguez struck out 
for the first out of the inning. 
White cleared the bases with a 
triple to center field wall that 
scored three more Knights’ 
run. Coppola was at the plate 
when he hit a triple that scored 
the seventh run of the game. 
Massasoit brought Jomar An- 
gel Castro of North Easton 
when Mattos de la Cruz was 


‘at the plate de la Cruz bring 
- home the eight run of the game 


a double down the third base 
line. Campbell was at the plate 
when de la Cruz went to third 
on a wild pitch. Campbell was 
battling pitches off and he hit 
a base hit between third and 
short sneaked in the hole for a 
base hit the scored the 9th run 

of the game. Campbell got 
in a run down between first 
and second and Campbell was 
out for the second out of the 


inning Settle strike out to end 
the top of the 4th inning. 

Sweeny was pitching in 
the 5th for his 5 inning of 
work Cummings was batting 
when he strike out looking. 
Abramson hit an opposite field 
single to right. Nick Pedro of 
Attleboro strike out swinging 
for the second out. Max Kel- 
ly ground out to Campbell at 
short he stepped in the bag on 
second for the third out. — 

Massasoit brought a new 
pitcher to pitch and it was Da- 
vid Lawrence of New Bedford 
to pitch. Berube lead it off for 
the Knights. Thethe Knights 
needed one more run so they 
can win this game due to mer- 
cy rule. Berube fly out to the 
first baseman on foul territory. 
Hsu was at the plate when he 
got hit by pitch that brought 
Bear to the plate and Hsu speed 
to third on a wild pitch as the 
catcher was sleeping and did 
not run hard enough to get the 
ball. Massasoit changed the 
pitcher as Lawrence was hurt. 
Massasoit brought Bill Curtis 
of Holbrook to pitch with a 
1-0 count on Bear. Bear was 
fouling off pitches and with a 
3-2 count. 

. Bear singled to left field to 
brought home the 10 run of the 
game as the Knights won by 
mercy rule. 10 to 1 was your 
final and the Knights complete 
the sweep of the double header 
and they will travel to Brock- 
ton looking for a three game 
sweep on April 11. 
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Knights extend their winning streak toa dozen 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief! Sports Editor 
On April 10, 2022, the 
Knights begin a three game set 
with a double header against 
Massasoit Community Col- 
lege at Trinity Stadium in 
Haverhill, Mass. The Knights 
defeated Massasoit 6 to 1. 

- The Knights are 19-2 in the 
season with a 11-game win- 
ning streak.Massasoit is 4-7 in 
the season, three games under 
500. Massasoit in the 2022 
campaign had not won a game 
on the road heading into game 
one of the April 10 match up. 

Both teams was undefeat- 
ed in conference division play 
heading into April 10 match 
up. ; 
Knights Coach Jeff Mejia 
told me after the game that he 
had expected a good battle, 
“absolutely it is always a battle 
when you play Massasoit,” he 
said. : 

Todd Tringale of Saugus 


was on the mound for the 


Knights. 

' Heading into April 10 game 
Tringale had already thrown 
two no-hitters this season. 

First pitch was 12:01 p.m. 
Max Kelly of East Bridgewa- 
ter flied out to Clay Campbell 
of Goffstown N.H., for the first 
out of the inning. Triangale got 
Matt Kelly of East Bridgewa- 
ter to strikeout for the second 
out of the inning. | 
_ Bryce Evans of Hull fly out 
to the right field for the 3rd out 
of the inning. ; 

Josh Perez of Fall River 
was on the mound for Massa- 
soit. Joseph Settle of Melbourn 
Fla., lead off for the Knights 
on a 3-2 count. 

Settle fly out to the right 
fielder for the first out of the 
inning. Chris Bear of Boston 
hit a fly ball to right field that 
the right fielder dove to make 
the catch and possibly robbed 
Bear of a extra base hit. Nich- 
. olas White of Townsend hit an 


opposite field single with two | 


outs in the inning Jarred Cop- 
pola of Lynn was at the plate 
when White stole second. 

The Knights had a runner 
in scoring position when Cop- 
pola hit a ground ball to third 
baseman Bryce Evans of Hull 
for the third out of the inning. 


In the top of the second 
inning.. Jadon Ricci of South 
Easton was batting with a 0-2 
count when he hit-a ground 
ball on one bounce to he under 
handed throw it to first for the 
first out of the inning. 

Frankie Manon of New 
Bedford of Massasoit was bat- 
ting after was behind the count 
3-0 he worked the count full 
3-2 and he was able to man- 
age to strike out the batter for 
the second out of the inning. 
Nick Thibeault of Bridgewater 
strike out as_ Tringale strike 
out 2 of the 3 batters to work a 
1,2,3 inning. 

In the bottom of the second 
inning Richard Matos de la 
Cruz of Boston was at the plate 
and hehit a double to the gap in 
left field. The Knights quickly 
had runners in scoring position 
with nobody out when Camp- 


bell drove in the first run of the 
_ game. 


Campbell hit a double be- 
tween left center field. Lucas 
Berube of Dighton ground out 
to first. It was a close play at 
the bag but the umpire called 
Berube out. It was a produc- 
tive out for Berube as Camb- 
pell went to third. 

Nick Panzini of Methuen 
was at the plate when he got 
hit by pitch in the leg. Runners 
were in the corner with one 
out for Kyle Hsu of Brookline 
N.H., when Hsu hit a deep fly 
ball to right field that scored 
Cambpell from third for the 
second out of the inning. Pe- 
rez throw the ball to first when 


. Pamzini was running to second 


and the first baseman Kelly of 
Massasoit throw the ball to left 
field. Settle strikeout swinging 


on a high pitch while Panzini 


was stealing third to end the 
inning. : 

In the top of the third inning 
Kyle Cummings of Massasoit 
was batting when he strike 
out looking on a 2-2 count af- 
ter put the count 0-2. Damien 
Bonner of Sharon was batting 


and he also strike out looking 


on three pitches. 

Nick Pedro of Attleboro 
was batting on a 2-2 count he 
flied out to the right fielder 
Settle for the third out of the 


. top of third inning. ; 


In the bottom of the third 


Bear ground out to the second 


baseman Max Kelly for the 


first out of the inning. White 
hit a bullet to the center fielder 
who the center fielder made a 
unbelievable catch to robbed 
White of extra base hit. 

Coppola .walked in four 
pitches that bring in Matos 
De La Cruz to the plate the 
count was full on 3-2 when he 
ground out to the shortstop for 
the final out of the third inning. 

It was my first time that I 
had a chance to talk to Matos 
De La Cruz after he returned to 
the line up a week prior against 
Quinsigamond back on April 2 
because of an injury. 

“T feel great it was good to 
come back it took a little time 
but I am back in the field,” he 
said. : 
In the top of the forth inning 
Josh Truehart of Brockton was 
up when Tringale on 0-1 count 
hit the batter in the back it was 
the first batter that Massasoit 
got on base the whole game. 
Matt Kelly ground out to a 
6-4-3 double play to Campbell 
to bear and to Hsu. 

Bryce Evans hit an oppo- 
site field double down the first 
base line over the leaping try 
Hsu that the ball went to right 
field. Jadon Ricci of South 
Easton was at the plate when 
he groundout to the third base- 


man Coppola he threw it to 


first a little offside but Hsu tag 
the runner in the back for the 
third out of the inning. - 

In the bottom of the fourth 
inning Campbell was at the 
plate on a 3-1 count and was 
hit in the back. © 

The Knights now had a run- 
ner on first when Berube was 
at the plat. Perez the pitcher 
of Massasoit throw the ball to 


- first and he throw it away and 


Campbell was able to score the 
third run of the game all the 
way from first. Berube ground 
out to the third baseman. 

He threw it to first to get Be- 


tube for the first out of the in- 


ning. Panzini ground out to the 
second baseman for the second 
out of the inning. 

Hsu struck out but he went 
to first as the ball went behind 
the catcher, a passed ball. 

Settle was at the plate when 
Hsu stole second. 


Perez threw a pass ball that 
allowed Hsu to go to third Set- 
tle was fouling off pitches, it 
was a great at bat; a great battle 
as he works the count full but 
he strikeout swinging for the 
final out of the inning. 

_ In the top of the fifth inning 
Tringale was on to pitch for his 
fifth inning of work. he strike 
out Frankie Manon of New 
Bedford and Nick Thibeault of 
Bridgewater. 

Kyle Cummings of South 
Easton was batting and the 
count was full 3-2 when he 
ground out to the third base- 
man Coppola. 

Coppola ran to get the ball 
throw it to first but the first 
baseman couldn’t grab the ball 
cleanly so it is an error. 

A nice throw of Berube to 
get the runner out at third for 
the final out of the inning as 
the runner was trying to steal. 

In the bottom of the fifth 
inning Bear was at the plate 
when he ground out to the 
third baseman Evans for the 
first out of the inning. 

White walked which 
brought Coppola at the plate 
White stole second as the 
Knights had runners in scor- 
ing position with one out when 
first baseman Matt Kelly cover 
a lot of ground in foul territory 
to make the second out of the 
inning that he almost over ran 
it to catch the ball. 

Massasoit pitcher _ Perez 
throw a passed ball that scored 
White from third as Matos 
de la Cruz issue a four pitch 
walk. Matos De la Cruz day 
was over for at least the first 


‘game of the doubleheader as 


Kameron Levesque of Hook- 
sett came in to pinch run for 
him. Campbell was at the 
plate Massasoit offense was 
sleeping as Levesque stoled 
second and the very next pitch 
he stoled third. On a 3-2 count 
Campbell got hit for the second 
time in the game. Berube was 
at the plate when Campbell 
stoled second, another passed 
ball that brought home the 5th 
run of the game and Campbell 
moves to third. The very next 
pitched Perez throw the ball 
that it wasn’t even close to the 
plate as it was another passed 
ball Campbell scored from 


third and Berube walked as the 
Knights were up 6-0. A new 
pitcher for the Knights was 
pitching and it was PJ Moniz 
of Berkley went and ‘replace 
Perez as Perez day was over 
Panzini was batting for the 
Knights when he ground out 
to the third baseman to end the 
fifth inning. 

In the top of the 6th inning 
Damien Bonner of Sharon was 
batting for Massasoit when he 
strikeout swinging for the first 
out of the inning. 

Tringale struck out Evans 
as he swing and misses in the 
dirt a good block by the catch- . 
er Berube he throw it to first to 
complete the out. 

Max Kelly walked and Matt 
Kelly ground out to the catcher 
Berube throw the ball to first. 
for the third out of the inning. 

In the bottom of the 6th 
inning Hsu lead off for the 
Knights. He flied out to the 
center fielder for the first out 
which it brought Settle at the 
plate. 

On a 2-2-count he ground 
out to the shortstop Ricci for 
the second out of the inning. 
Bear was at the plate when he 
ground out to second to end 
the inning. 

Tringale’s day was over 


_ after six shutout inning strik- 


ing out nine and giving up 
one hit which it brought Jack 
Swarbrick of Haverhill for the 
Knights in relief. 

Evans was at the plate for 
Massasoit the ball was barely 
fair as the ball hit on top of the 
wall almost it hit the foul play 
as he got to third on a triple. 
Ricci ground out to Coppola 
for the first out of the inning 
and the runner that was in third 
scored. 

Manon got walked in four 
pitches Swarbrick on a 0-1 
count he hit Thibeault. Mas- 
sasoit had runners in first and 
second with one out on a 0-2 
count on Kyle Cummings of 
South Easton he got hit on a 
curve ball in the back. Massa- 
soit had the bases loaded. ~ 

The Knights just needed 
two more outs to win the game. 

Ricci hit a ground ball dou- 
ble play to end game 1 of the 
double header. 
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| MAY 5/6" 4:00 PM 
NECC THEATER aap apt 
: GENERAL ADMISSION $15.00 


SENIORS & STUDENTS $10.00 


PETER 
ZACHARI'S , 


@ 


DIRECTED BY ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE PRODUCER 


: “FEATURING NECG ALUMNUS & 
BRIANNE BEATRICE SAMANTHA WHEATLEY PROFESSIONAL ACTOR MIGHAEL ZUCCOLA 


WARNING: ADULT CONTENT. SHOW NOT RECOMMENDED FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES. 18% QUIDUOR VENUT 


Por more information, tekets, sign language, allergues 


} », BLO, please canta § 
° , ? 
theater Coordinator Bnanne Beatnee At Bheatnceanece mass.e@du e 


bY Nicole Dear 


